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FOR I determined not to know any thing 

among you, fave JESUS CHRIST, and. 

him crucified. „ 4] OTE 
HES E are the words of the great 

730 apoſtle Paul, who was a man of a ſu- 

r periour natural genius, which had alſo 

EN} receiy'd great improvement by eduess 
tion. He was no ſtranger to pole 

literature, nor to the beauty and power 

of oratory; for it appears by ſeveral ſpecimens. left-on 


ſacred record, that he had the art of perſwaſion to a great 
degree of perfection; and being, brought up at the feet? 
of Gamaliel, one of the greateſt and molt famous/maſters:;Þ 
among the Jews, he was taught according to the mol 
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manner of the law of che fathers, -and- 
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all the parts of Jewiſh learning. So that the apoſtle can't 
be ſuſpected of caſting contempt on theſe things, becauſe. 
he was unacquainted with them, or as things out of 
his reach. He knew alſo, that the Corinthians at that 
time were a polite people, greatly affecting a pomp of 
language, and the charms of eloquence, . and that they: 
were high pretenders to philoſophical enquiries. And 
tho' he very well knew their taſte, and was well qualify*d 
to gratify them in thoſe very things which they were ſo 
fond of, yet, having rightly judg'd, that the deſign of 
the goſpel, was not to captivate men's fancies, but to 
inform their underſtanding ; not to gratify their curio- 
# ſity ; but to humble and mend their hearts; he ran the 
venture of diſguſting their nice and delicate palates; and 
contented himſelf with preaching to them a plain Goſpel, 
exhibiting the teſtimony of the great Gop to a plain but 
important fact; for the proof of which he us'd no rhetori- * 
cal flouriſhes, but produc'd ſufficient evidence by viſible 
divine operations, as you may ſee in the verſe before our . 
text; And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not 
F with excellency of ſpeech or of wiſdom, declaring unto you 
the teſtimony of God. As if he had ſaid, Whatever me- 
thods others may take to recommend themſelves to you, 
embelliſhing their diſcourſes with all the flowers of rheto- 
rick, and pretending to many curious diſcoveries in na- 
F tural philoſophy, which I know are very taking” thingy 
| with people of your inquiſitive diſpoſition ; 1, choſe to 
content my ſelf with declaring unto you the teſtimony of 
| Wop, and making the knowledge of Caur1sT, and the 
ay of ſalvation by him, as plain and intelligible to you 
as I could, that the goſpel which is calculated to humble 
the pride, and to ſtain the glory of apoſtate man, might 
appęcar in it's native ſtrength and beauty; and that your 
faith in it ſhouli ſtand, not in the wiſdom of men, but 
in the power of Gop. For. I was determine, ſays the 
apoſtle in my text, wot to know any think among y 
are Jesus CnRIsT and .bim:trucified, As if _ 
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Ia; Tho” I knew your taſte for refin'd ſpeculations, 
yet I'was determined before-hand, not to gratify this 
diſpoſition, but to approve my ſelf a faithful miniſter of 
Jesus Cnrisr, and to apply my ſelf to the buſineſs 
*which belong'd to me as ſuch ; appearing to know, deſi- 
ring and endeavouring to make known, nothing among 
you, even among you, learned Corinthians,who would better 
reliſh another ſort of inſtruction, but Ixsus CHRIST, and 
im crucified, Ixsus as tlie Meſſiah the anointed of Gob, 
the Saviour of the world, who was crucify*d without the 
gates of Jeruſalem, againſt whom and his followers ſo 
many ſcandals are raiſed. I am determin'd to be ſo far 
from being aſhamed of Chriſt and his Croſs, and from 
regarding the ſcoffs and banter of the great pretenders to 
reaſon and philoſophy, who may endeavour to turn 
theſe things into ridicule, that I ſhall make them, and 
the things which ſtand upon, and are neceſſarily con- 
nected with them, the main topicks of my preaching z4 
and that even at-Corinth; chat polite and opulent City. 
The late excellent Dr. Doddridge obſerves upon thoſe 
words, And him crucified :. That it's probable, the Jews 
and Heathen might give Chriſt the name of that cruci- 
fied perſon by way of contempt : And ape” the apoſtle 4 
in theſe words declares, that inſtead, o 


d of concealing 
the crucifixion of Chriſt as. an infamy and ſcandal, it 
was the main thing he inſiſted upon, as indeed all the 
doctrines of the goſpel, as ſuch, ſtand in a cloſe and na- 
tural connexion with it. „„ 

For if Chriſt was not crucify'd, then Be has not made 
ſatisfaction for the ſins of men ; and if he has hot done 
this, he cannot be the Meſſiah, the Saviour of the world,” 
ho was to finiſh the tyanſgreſſion, to make an end of 
ins, and to mate ee for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlaſting righteouſhefs : And i Fejus of Na. 
Zareth was not the Saviour of the world, then we ars? 
yer to ſeek for a method of reconciliation with a Juſt | 
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and holy Sp; zand may ſay of the crucifixion as is ſaidof/ 
8 the reſurrection, (for theſe things hang one upon another, 
and if one be falſe the reſt cannot be prov'd true) if Chriſt 
was not crucify'd, then is our preaching vain, your faith 
is alſo vain, ye are yet in your fins, no atonement has 
been made for them by the blood of a crucity'd Chriſt, 
the guilt of them therefore ſtill remains. There is no o- 
ther name, and if Jesvs CaxRrIsT has not been. deliver'd 
for our offences, then he cannot be riſen again for our 
*-Juſtification. The knowledge therefore . of Jeſus Chriſt, 
a en that crucify*d perſon, and the things which are pe- 
culiar to his goſpel, was that which, above all other things, 
the apoſtle was determin'd to do his ende to pro- 


Pagate among the Corinthians. 
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So that I obſerve from theſe 


Ky. Firſt, That the knowledge of Chriſt crucify'd is the 
moſt excellent, neceſſary, and W nee 


in the world. 

| 2. Secoridly, i abult bs hb gent ala akp rinci wy 
eendeàvour, of a goſpel miniſter, to coltivate this | 

knowledge in his own mind, and in the minds of 


his hearers. 


175 In the firſt place, The an of Chriſt crdfy's: 
is the moſt excellent, neceſſary and important knowledge 
in the world. This was'doubtleſs the opinion of the in- 
rd apoſtle, ſince he was determin'd to know nothing 
elſe, or nothing in compariſon of this, among theCorinthi- 
| ans. But this will a xe evident, if I miſtake not, by a 


brief 5 of a few particulars. 


. FER. The knowledge of Chriſt is moſt excellent; 
| it is 2 „ e EN th firſt and 0 excellent of 
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the divine Abo he tu | 


mo the "excellency or ne TER de my 
jects about which, it is cqnyer{ant ;.. the. more excellent 
the thing known, the mote excellent is e 
As therefore Jeſus Chriſt, who. yas cruci les e 
gates of Ne. was truly and proper 1604, as, w 
as truly Man; he that Kno him, muſt Know that. 
Who | 15 the moſt excellent Eb 1 1 | 
miſtake not, is exactly 0 the re 
bleſſed Lord dine Es 72 and ag,, 
known me, y re babe knows my Father alſo: An 


from henceforth ye know bim, 4 8 hows ſeen Ax «Philip 


faith unto him, Lord, Ser 923 55 7 75 and. 22 8 tb us, 
Jeſus ſaith unto Fas "OY o long ti 19 5 gone 
and yet haſt. thou noi know 2 ip ? An ORG 8 


2 Truth, which it is Sete our finite Aa 
Dro or yas Eden 1 lo go 
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are clear | full in aſcribing to him the incommunicable 
attributes ofthe great and only true Gov. 
| What conception can we have of the great and ſu- 
| eme Jehovah, but that he is that infinite mind, which 
made all things, which upholds all things, and 
which governs All things? and yet theſe things are all 
& expreſly aſcrib'd to Chriſt, who was crucify'd, John 1. 
at the beginning: All things were made by him, and | 


And again, Col. 1. 16, 17. For by him were all things | 
I created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſi- 
Sie and inviſible ;, whether they be thrones or dominions, | 
wor principalities or powwers : All things were created by 
$ Zim and for bim; and he is before all things ; and by him 
all things confit. See more, 1/a. 9.6, 7. and Heb. 1. 
thro' out, and many other places. 
Thus the knowledge of Chriſt appears to be che moſt 
excellent knowledge, as it is the knowledge of the” fue 
and moſt EXC ellent of all beings. 5 _ 


1 1 Secondly, The knowledire of Chuiſt cracify's ad 
of thoſe things which are neceſſarily connected with ir, 1 
moſt excellent, as it is converſant about thoſe things, in ' | 
Which God has moſt remarkably diſplay'd. the' riches of 

is wiſdom and underſtanding, 

There is enough to be learn'd from the WY of crea- 
tion and providence to make a great philoſopher, and to 
give a rational intelligent mind a moſt exalted appre- 

henſion of that great firſt Cauſe, who by his word and 

| wiſdom has fram'd, and does govern the whole kingdom 
of nature; yea, it is certain, the more intimate acquain- 
tance, and the more perfect knowledge any do gain, of 
theſe natural things, the more 'ſurprizing and amazing 
_ Anat wiſdom appear! to'be, by which- theſe things 

1 diſpoſed and regulated. Yea, the many things in na- 

dane ich do far ſurpaſs the ken of our finite capacities, 


and the . of whoſe exiſtence we can by bo means 
8 ee 
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inveſtigate, do all. till ſerve to raiſe our conceptions of: 
him, who has ſo contriv'd every wheel and ſpring in the 
great circle of nature, as to compoſe one uniform con- 
nected beautiful machine, which reflects from every part 
a ray, and from the whole a moſt dazling blaze of glory 
and honour on the wiſdom and underſtanding of him, 
who plann'd and executed the whole. 

But there is nothing in the whole frame of nature, 
that does ſo effectually demonſtrate the unfathomable 
depths of divine wiſdom and knowledge as the Redemp- 
tion and Salvation of ſinful man by a crucify'd Chriſt. 

To contrive a way in which a holy, juſt and jealous 
God, may be reconcil'd to a rebel ſinner, and. this ſo as 
not only to ſecure the honour of the divine perfections 
and law, but ſo as to give peculiar luſtre, and a. tranſcen- 
dent brightneſs and glory to the power, wiſdom, grace 
and goodneſs of the great Gop; I ſay, to contrive this, 
ſo as to bring ſuperabundant glory and honour to God, 
-Father, Son and Spirit, and additional glory and: happi- 
nels to the believing ſinner, required ſuch a depth of wiſ⸗ 
dom to plan, and a ſtrength of genius to execute, as na 
arch · angel dares to boaſt, nor brightelt ſeraph claim. 
ITet he, whoſe wiſdom nothing can baffle, has contri- | 
ved and effected this, in a-way which —＋ may well de- 
fire to pry into, and which will doubtleſs procute more 
incenſe of praiſe and honour to God, from men and an- 
gels, than of the worlds that he has made. As much 
more excellent, then as ſpiritual things are than La; 
and as much more as God has Giplay'd the 
honour of his divine perfections in the work 
demption than in any other of his works; ſo Pe nine 
excellent is the knowledge of Chriſt and him crucify d. 
and of thoſe things which relate to our wee by 
* — ak, Lern cher things. - * ho +” 14 
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Tinclodes that, aich reflects divine honour on the adora; 
ble Trinity, and diſplays the ercelleney and Dr Meu 
all the divine attributes. | 
EA crucify*d Chriſt neceſſarily implies an and guilt 
| ſomewhere, elſe how can we conceive that he ſhou*d 
ſuffer according to the determinate counſel of God? And 
ſince we are afſur'e that he kriew no fin, neither was guile 
found in his month, it is certain he muſt be deliver'd to 
ſuffer for the ſin of others; and ſince he was a divine 
perſon, who endured the wrath of God, as well as a 
painful, ſhameful and an accurſed death; it ſhows thatithe 
guilt of fin is infinite, ſeeing no leſs than an infinitely 
| meritorious facrifice was ſufficient to atone . 
It ſhows further, the inflexible juſtice of God, that he 
would not abate a farthing of the rigour of his law; tho” 
the penalty ſhou'd fall on his only beloved Son: It im- 
plies alſo, the infinite merey of God, who was willing to 


1 Ei with his only begotten and dearly beloved Son, * | 
| b an Expiatory facrifice for ſin; fo the mercy 
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lay'd not fo much in his accepting the ſacri- 
riſt offer'd in the room of Gnners] as 
rovidit 1 Taerifice in one, * ho was- ſo dear to dam 3 
and ſo v it qualify'd to pefform the tat. 
N 22 the condeſcention and compaſſion- ffths 
Son of G68; in that he was willing to undertake, when 
5 was not only. impoffible that he ſhould! "Ed Key hf 
3 Wie that we ſhould add any tir ro him. „ 
F Herein alſo, is divike* honour reftected Um the el 
0 Mi by wle ſecret; the" powerfubenerghthewhole 
is Tendred effectual according to * Acter niet fate cn 
ſel of theblefled” Trinity. if 1079129 103 nf arch noi: cu 
Nor kiste theſe Gi 28 i el and neceluenly 
i kd ped); HA h mo affefting” and endes ing light af 
play'd in the now Hege ves üctkeyie fir, and of 
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ceptions muſt they haye of the hatmony- of tha: divins 
attributes, ho: are bro't to the true knowledge af 
crucifyid Chriſt, and of thoſe things: Which ſtand in der 
ceſſary connection with it! 1104119101 1961187 4] 
And how fadly muſt they pms and depreciate Als 
goſpel, who deny man's gpoſtacy ! So far as I can g 
ceive they muſt in effect deſtroy the whole goſpel plan 
and turn the eſſentials of mans redemption by tut 
fy'd Chriſt, into a needleſs and ſuperfluguy/bulingla. ft lar 
Once more, i 2097a7o(6y 
+ 4. Fourthly, The knowledge of Chriſt d crucify'd.$u'the 1 
moſt excellent, neceſſary and important, as — 
ſouls of men, and bas neceſſary and 8 oY 
with their eternal intereſts, without which dall 
knowledge will leave men ignorant and miſarabic- 1 
Man conſiſts of two eſſential parts, a andlea bad 
The body, tho“ a moſt curious piece of metinbiſmi and 
an inſtrument of conveying many agrrable atltas/touks: 
mind; yet is in every reſpect far inferiour to απ 
rational, immortal Spirit; wHν irforos and afbrattans-] 
This is that which eſſentially· differenoes mam frames 
feriour creation: This c that which makes 8/menediptr 2 
ble of being happy or miterable, and of enůĩwiaq ãnπ e 
flecting that hel is ſo. iv on +. 477 ids ene 
Now the knowledge of Chriſt crucify'd has ipirngdliade 
telatiorr to\this immotal ſpirit : and td thia oe 


immortal Ebr this eſpecially, the Sat) 1 | 
the realmis ofHlifs above: the: — yo — vets 1 
drvinity/in humanity, and death. 


tven the death+of: the dtbſs, (thay. Leda re 
from? guilt and deſtructiom nd Ahe dea 


eifriat f Chrift, had idhroadiite fedcrence rache, 
man; ſo it looked at the eternal intereſt and ſalvracion:af 
chat immortal fpinit . 3d 07 ils i aver u, 0 
Would the:ecergal Soh of, God, think-yau,':whortheic © 
it no robberyito.be equal with: God, have [ſubmitted 20 
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{1 and been nailed to the accurſed tree, only to have re- 
8 deemed a refined lump of clay from the grave, that it 
© might enjoy a little ſenſitive happineſs in common with, 
or rather inferiour to, that of the beaſts of the field? or 
even to redeem a rational ſoul, from a temporal and 
rary evil; and to put at in poſſeſſion of a ſhort · 
liv*d, fleeting and uncertain happineſs ? Surely no: 
| nd had not been crucify'd, but to redeem an immor- 
Leal ſpirit from endleſs miſery,” and to * it to the full 
| enjoyment of eternal bliſs. 
This is a Clear caſe not only from expreſs reviſion, 
| the: meaning and force of which cannot be evaded by 
my Juſt rules of conſtruction, but to ſuppoſe the con- 
& traty, would greatly eclipſe the glory of this Divine 
Plan, and implies an abſurd 9 between the 
means and the end. 
Thus I think it is evident, chat the knowledge of Chriſt 
| wrucifyec is the moſt excellent, neceſſary, and important 
# knowledge in the world, both when conſider'd in itſeiß, 
and wich relation to choſe things, which ſtand in neceſſary 
and inſeparable connexion with it. All other knowled 
deſerves the name of ignorance. in compariſon of this 
yea all other knowledge will leave men for ever miſerable 
without this. Where no viſion, no knowledge of theſe 
*things'is; we fee not, but the — muſt periſh. + For 
bis ———— that they know — true 
/ God and Jeſus Chriſt — pr ain baſt ſent, John 19479. 
Neuber ir their ſalvation in any other «i fur their i5\nowe 
= Vtber name under Heaven, 'given among men cubereby tue 
= muſt be ſaved. Acts 4. 12. O how necefiary! how int 
t chen is the knowledge of a crucity'd Chriſt ani 
de way of e by wang fince there ia ſalvation 
done oben! 6 s 0:10 ol m 
| But then it is ke to be eee 
& -obſerv*d;thar there are two kinds of this knowledge iq the 
| une hiſtorical and ſpeculative, which may be edinmon 1 
i 3 and unregenerate man with nnn 
the 
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the other experimental and divine, which is peculiar u 
God's own children. S777 201039 2 pte ' 2:33 
The one is to be obtain'd by natural means, and i 
can't reaſonably be expected to produce 4 ſupernatural 
effect; the other is taught or rather impręſs d hy ch 
power and Spirit of God, and ſo is "like tobe ſven ig 
the ſaving influences and effects of it upon both heart an 
life. This diſtinction is obvious to everyone th i 
any meaſure acquainted with mankind. For it is hut ta 
common to obſerve, that ſome by mean af i teligious 
education, and others by their own, cate: atid.induftrygy 
have attain'd ia competent head · knowledge of all tha 
portant docttines of the goſpel 3 aud yet ve lonſe n 
profligate lives as the moſt ignorant heathen! They haves 
very knowing and orthodox heads, but un wicked? 
hearts. 414 124. „n 28 ad 00 
- Whike others, who have been taught of Gd 80 ln 
Jeſus Chriſt and him crucify'd, have wall”e cincumdpettr] 
ly all their days, adorning the doctrine of Goll au 
viour in all ching. Accordingly our Savidyo y ofgel 
know theſe things, happy are ye if ye. do be. 164119 
Thus I have imperfectly touch d on the firſt head-prov 
pos d, I come to the ſecond which is, 7 "2 208 
II. It ſhould be the great aim, and principah endes- 
vour of a goſpel miniſter, to cultivate-this kh. 
edge in his own mind, and in the minds of his 
hearers. 0 doe ee 
% 301% fi 28 dent 
The prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, | not only +! 
for his own uſe, but for the uſe of his heamꝶm Hense 
the miniſters of the word are called lights, Matt. 8, 1 
becauſe they are to ſpread the knowledge: of Chriſt, and 
the h of his goſpel. They are calbd ars, Rey. 1. 20. 
bechiſe they are to ſhed light as well as other benign in- 
fluences around them. Jobn Baptiſt is ſaid-20 bern 
4 burning and a. ſhining light, and St. Ls. 
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| Fu as aig ht ts; the Gentiles. 3: becauſe he was to be the 
great inſtrument of enlightening their 1 me knows 
1 edpecofiacrucify'd: Chriſt. e 
Now as it is reaſonably to be expetad;ahat the winif; 
ter of the goſpel {hiould have knowledge and gommunis - 
oto: it ; tb. t is quite obvious, that they ſhoyld;be-mo 
Lhaefulrd bommunicate that knbwledge which is mo 
ercellen in ſeif and moſt nereſſary and aan 26 
© chemiſelvesiandbiothers; 11 717 8 Aire 
t n bubadedge, mithinks; it: is moſt, ſuitable that a 
j| goſÞelminifter ſhould: know his maſter and his; maſter's 
{nth be above all things engaged to promote his 
dune and kingdom in the ack. To Gone all 
 othes tadits ſubordinate,and;as much as may be ſubſet vient 
tale; foxfar as he does thus, he acts in charactet · He pro- 
feſſeth to be the miniſter and ſervant of a crucify*d Chriſty 
Water therefore he ſhou'd preach,” and his cauſe'he hon d 
ban, endeavour to promote. You eaſily perceive 
if | bytwhet Joſaidibefore, that as I do not underſtand the 
ele of Chriſt:crucify'd to be limited to this. partir 
eular doctrint and fact which immediately relates to the 
1 crocifixiom of Chriſt, but as including — oomprehend- 
ing thoſe truths and doctrines which are peculiar; to the 
Soſpel; fo here I would include all thoſe things which are 
Fecher to che goſpel diſpenſation, far it is IxSsUS CHRIST; 
as welt as H Cv, that the goſpel miniſter ſhou'd 
awo asd preach. Now the. goſpel plan is built, as I 
conceive, on the ſuppoſitior of man's apoſtacy from. God, 
by which he is bro't into a ſtate, every way miſerable. 


b It vas In this-ficuation; every way forlorn and helpleſs, 


eehte infmite- God caſt an eye of compaſſion on him 


and, his bowek being mov'd to ſe his own image thus 


elaed, and che work of his overt hands thus weltering in 3 


blood, : kindly. 4 0 that a remedy ſhou'd! be fh, 
and Toth found, by the virtue and value of Wü. 
f "Juſtiee/raighe te lſatiaief;rebb holineſs of Goc windieatad, 
1 © oo the honour:of- W » 


/ eur'd; 
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curd, and yet room left for the exerciſe of 'metcy on 
the rebel ſinner. AN 4 
Now when there was none among all the hierarchy of 
heaven, in whom ſuch mighty love was found, who dard 
to undertake, or indeed was equal to the mighty taſk ; 
the Son of God, the ſecond perſon in the adorable Trini- 
ty, the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the exprels ? 
image of his perſon, He, when none elſe would, yea when 
none elſe could, undertook and perfected the great, the 
amazing work of man's redemption ; and all in a way 
WJ which tends to humble the pride of man, and to exalt the 
riches of divine power, wiſdom and grace. The great 
Ailton has touch'd this tho't, and purſu'd it with great 
WJ ſtrength and beauty in his poem entitled, Paradiſe Let, 
Win the 3“ book towards the beginning. But we have it 
more conciſely and comprehenſively in that more ſuræ 
ord of prophecy by the inſpir'd penman, Gen. 3. 15. 
This goſpel plan was more darkly revealed under the 
ewiſh diſpenſation by ſhadows and reſemblances, and ſo 
vore obſcurely inculcated by the miniſters of that daß; 
ut more clearly by Chriſt and his apoſtles, by whom © 
he method which God has contriv'd for the advancement © * 
f his own glory in the ſalvation of ſinners, is clearly 
anifeſted ; he has given it in charge therefore to his 
iniſters to publiſh the glad tidings of ſalvation by a cru- 
ify'd Chriſt. The knowledge of this ſaviour therefore, 
ind the knowledge of that method of falvation which Gd 
das revealed by him, including thoſe things which are 
loſely connected herewith, and dependent hereon, I take *. 
be that knowledge which above all other a goſpel mi- 
1 iſter is to cultivate in his own mind, and in the minds of 
Ws hearers. Always however carefully remembring, that 
c ſalvation of a ſinner by a crucify*d Chrift, implies the 
aving him from his ſins, not in them. Tit. 2. 14. Who 
ave himſelf for us, that he might redeer us from all in- 
uity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people” xculous of © \ 
oo works. te fey hh ie 239 ene 
2 "i = Now, 
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4 . Now, that the knowledge of a crucify'd Chriſt, and 
| of that goſpel which he has publiſh'd to the world, (be- 
ins but ſo many links of one and the ſame chain) I ſay | 
that this is the knowledge which it is the goſpel miniſter's 
buſineſs to cultivate, will appear evident by only conſi- 
dering, what was ſaid under the foregoing obſervation ; | 
for if it is the miniſters work to get and communicate 
knowledge, and the apoſtle enjoins it upon his ſon Timo- "i 
WW by to give attendance to reading, to meditate upon theſe 
W things, and to give himſelf to them that his profiting | 
(i. e. in knowledge) might appear to all; if this be the 
W caſe, and the knowledge of Chriſt and his goſpel is the 
W moſt excellent and important knowledge, both to the 
miniſter himſelf, and thoſe that hear him; then doubtleſs * 
W this is the knowledge which above all other, he ſhou'd NF 
{ treaſure up and communicate as opportunity preſents, * 
bringing out of his treaſure, like a good houſe-holder, i 
= things new and old, for the entertainment, inſtruction and 
e dification of the flock of God. Preaching peace by Jeſus 
BY Chriſt who is Lord of all, who is our peace, and by whole '' 
blood which was ſhed on the croſs, they who are by na- 
ture afar off are made nigh. 1 
WE This is that goſpel which Chriſt himſelf gave it in com- 4 
WE miſſion to preach to all the world, Mark 16. 15. Go ye | 
into all the world and preach the goſpel to every creature. 
The goſpel, and what is the goſpel, but the good news. 
of ſalvation by a crucify'd CEriſt ? ö 
Ihis therefore was their work ; and this they fail'd not 
to apply themſelves diligently to, nor were they aſhanvd 
of the croſs of Chriſt, nor to own themſelves the ſervants, ; | 
and diſciples of a erucify'd Jeſus ; tho' this was to the 
Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, a 
1 Cor. 1. 2 F 
And this — what the great and learned pen of the | 
F Gentiles,, was determin'd chiefly to inſiſt, upon while a- 
mong the polite Literati of Corinth ; and to let them know. 


. that he ſhou'd not deviate from : goſpel plan W 2 


-- 
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their particular humour and taſte in his preaching, but 
adhere to his commiſſion which was to preach the goſpel,” 
without being aſham'd to own, that the ſaviour in whom 
he believ'd, and propos'd to others as the object of their 
faith, and the foundation of their hope and truſt z was 
the deſpiſed Feſus of Nazareth, who was erucify'd with- 
out the gates of Jeruſalem. And accordingly, that all 
who will be his diſciples, muſt take up the croſs, and 
TJ crucify the fleſh with the affections thereof, and become 
XI obedient to him, who was obedient unto death, even the 

death of the croſs. 


if any ſhould be at a loſs, after all I have ſaid, fully 
to comprehend my meaning, let me ſay in a word, that I 
3T apprehend it to be the buſineſs of a goſpel miniſter in his 
preaching to inſiſt principally on thoſe doctrines which 
are peculiar to the goſpel, and commonly called the doe 
trines of grace, and to let his hearers know in what way 
they are to hope and expect to be ſav*d under the goſpel; } 
not by works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt, but that f is 
of faith, that it might be by grace. ae 
And tho? I know very well, that virtue and morality 
are to be urg*d upon our hearers, and that the morality 
of the goſpel is moſt refin'd and ſublime, and that the 
more a chriſtian ſpirit and temper does prevail in any 
ſoul, the more it will be conform'd to theſe moral pre- 
cepts; yet methinks a goſpel minifter ſhou'd know and 
teach that the tree muſt be good, or the fruit cannot be; 
ſo ; that the ſoul muſt be renew'd, before it can practice 
evangelical morality z that the branch mult be engrafted 
into Chriſt, before it can bear fruit ; and that they muſt” 
be created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, who would rm. 
good works in a goſpel ſenſe. And after all, goſpel mo- 
rality ſhou'd be urg'd and recommended by goſpel 
motives, | T 
It were a ſhame methinks that a miniſter of Chriſt 
ſhould diſcoutſe to his people in ſuch a manner, as that 
his . by. all he ſays _ 
4/14 * er 
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cher he is a chriſtian or a heathen ; which is, (Iam ſorry. 
to ſay it) but too much the caſe of ſome, who call them» 
C ſelves miniſters of Chriſt in the chriſtian world at this day, 
No doubt a Seneca or a Cicero may paint moral virtue 
in ſuch amiable colours, as that the portraiture ſhall charm 
che beholder, and he ſhall riſe from his entertainment ex- 
tremely gratify*d, and fully reſolved to practice as he 
has been taught; yet for all that he has been told by the. 
moraliſt, he muſt do this in his own ſtrength ; and what 
is like to be the event of this, but that he riſeth up to 
fall; if it be true, as our Saviour has taught us, That 
8 of our ſelves we can do xothing ; and his apoſtle, that all 
our /ufficiency is of Cod? ; 
In ſhort, without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe od; 


being alone. So that men are to be led to Chriſt for 
fe and ſtrength to enable them to perform moral Du- 
W ties ; and to depend upon him for acceptance in them. 
Thus muſt we work out our own Salvation with fear 
and trembling ; always remembring for our humiliation, 
Jas well as encouragement, that *tis God muſt work in us 
WW both to will and to do of his good pleaſure. So then, 
W miniſters are to be embaſſadors for Chriſt, and to entreat F 
men in his ſtead to be reconciled to God, thro' the blood 
W of the croſs. 1 
= Thus leading men into the knowledge of that way of 
We falvation which God has contriv'd by a crucify'd Chriſt, 
and perſwading them to ſeek after that ſaving acquain- 
W tance with him, whereby good, temporal, ſpiritual and 
eternal, ſhall come to their ſouls. 

= Always bearing in mind, that of our faithfulneſs 
in this work, we muſt ſhortly give account to him who 
ſearcheth the heart and trieth the reins of the children of 
/ wen: And that if we be found faithful, we ſhall be un- 


1 
J 
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and yet it is no leſs true, that faith without works is dead MW 
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life unto life ; and, who is ſufficient for theſe things 
may every miniſter, of the goſpel well ſay, ſince no leſs 
than the great apoſtle Pau] has ſaid it before him, 2 Cor: 
2, 16. | Ol ; | r 


This for the do2rinal part, the improvement remains, 


And here ſuffer me to enter a few things by way oh 
caution, leaſt falſe inferences be drawn from what has 
been ſaid. F Or, 3 | : 

Firſt, It does by no means follow from the premiſes, 
that all kinds of learning and knowledge are uſeleſs to a 
goſpel miniſter, ſave that of Jeſus Chriſt and him cruci- 
fy'd, and the things which are neceſſarily connected with 
it. ; 
For altho', it has, I think, been ſhown that this knows 
ledge is moſt excellent and important, yet there are other 
parts of learning which are very uſcful, and in ſome 
caſes neceſſary to a goſpel miniſter. A competent ſkill 
in the learned languages is in ſome inſtances, ne 
in order to a right underſtanding of the ſacred oracles, 
and to lay open the beauty and ſtrength of the inſpired, 
writings, as well as to avoid being impoſed on by infi- 
dels and hereticks, who would triumph in the ignorance 
of thoſe, who are ſet for the defence of the goſpel, and 
to propagate the peculiar doctrines of it to the world. 
By this means they would be able without being detected 
or confuted, to wreſt the ſcriptures, not only to their 
own but to the deſtruction of others. 13 

For inſtance, what a ſingular advantage muſt it put 
into the hands of the Pope and his party, if the clergy of 
the proteſtant churches were illiterate men? They wou'd ? 
ſoon, no doubt, make great addition to the corruptions, 
adulterations, and baſe mixtures of their own, which they. | 
have already bro't into their church, 3 

The ſame may be ſaid of infidels, hereticks and erro- 
heous perſons of all ſorts, matiy of whom, it muſt 5.5 | 
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oed are very learned men, and whoſe mouths it re- 
quires no ſmall degree of learning to be able to ſtop. + 
iin truth, a learned miniſtry, are under God the bul- 
@ warks of the chriſtian church, however they may have 
been lighted, ill- treated, and tho't needleſs, if not hurt- | 
a ful, by ſome zealous but miſguided brethren. 
ds that, altho' the ſaving knowledge of a crucify'd 
W-Chriſt, is the moſt excellent and important, yet this does 
not hinder but that other knowledge may be uſeful and 
needful, and may greatly ſerve the cauſe of Chriſt and his 
| religion. Logick, philoſophy and hiſtory have all their 
place, but the moſt neceſſary and important things ſhould } 
be firſt and moſt regarded by the goſpel miniſter, eſpe» | 
8 cially in his diſcourſes from the pulpit. 4 
= 2ly. Nor yet may we infer from what has been ſaid, i 
chat little learning and ſmall powers and qualifications are 
I ſufficient for a goſpel miniſter, or that his work is caſy, 
W and limited to a ſmall circle. FL = 
Perhaps ſome may be ready to conclude, that if the iſ 
Til great apoſtle determin'd to know and preach nothing in 
polite a city as Corinth, but Jeſus Chriſt and him cru- i 
cify'd, and if this be really the moſt excellent and im- 
portant knowledge, and the grand point which goſpel if 
= miniſters are to cultivate the knowledge of, in their own 
minds, and in the minds of others: then any honeſt. iſ 
man of common ſenſe may be a miniſter, a very ſmall in 
degree of learning or parts are needtul for this, and very 
W little time or pains, need to be employ*d about it. But 
this will appear to be a great miſtake if we conſider firſt, | 
bow much is comprehended in the knowledge of Chriſt | 
and him crucify*d ; even the whole goſpel plan as ſuch, 
And tho“ the eſſentials of this to ſalvation, are ſuch, WM 
a ve truſt require only ſmall capacity, and little learning 
to know and underſtand ; yet there are contained in it 
= alſo many depths and myſteries, many things ſo hard to 
be underſtood, as that the moſt learned and ſagacious can- 
dot fully comprehend and fathom, which leave room * 


/ 


An Ordination-Sermon. 2 
the excerciſe of the moſt ſuperior powers, and for the dif 
play of the moſt profound learning to the world's end} 
which the apoſtle tells us the unlearned do wreſt to thei 
own deſtruction, and if theſe are teachers it mult be ui 
the danger of others alſo, a 
Beſides, how hard is it to convince thoſe who are the 
enemies of the truth, and who ſpeak evil of thoſe; thing 
which they do not underſtand to perſwade natural and 
unregenerate men to receive the truth as it is in Jeſu 
when it is ſo.contrary to the bent and inclination of th 
own hearts; ſo humbling to their pride, ſo mortifying 
to their luſts, and does curtail and retrench their exorbi- 
tant appetites and vicious inclinations, and ſo flatly con 
demn their wicked practices 
He that conſiders the ſtrength of the oppoſition that 
lies againſt the faithful miniſter of the goſpel, from withs 
out & from within; the concernment of men's ſouls theres 
in and the account that muſt be given, the important cor! 
ſequences one way and another, to himſelf and others; 
ſay, he that will impartially conſider theſe things, wi 
many others that belong to the caſe, will eaſily perceive 
that no ſmall degree of learning, prudence, courage, din 
ligence and induſtry as well as grace, is ſufficient for al 
goſpel miniſter. 4 
And however ſome in the miniſtry, may ſeem to make 
a light and eaſy matter of it, and if they have learning. 
parts and many amiable gifts and qualifications for then 
miniſtry, yet negle& them, and take little pains: in theirs! 
work; yet I am ſure every faithful miniſter. of Jeſus 
Chriſt will bear me witneſs, that all his parts and learning: 
all his gifts and graces, are little enough to carry him 
Ncomfortably along in his work ; that he is many a tima 
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ng ready to ſink under diſcouragement, and to wiſh with: g 
it the prophet Jeremiah . la. O that I bad in ibe miiderus a 
to = /odging place of way-faring men, that I might las . 

m- ¶ Peegle: and gp, from: tbem. Eſpecially when;they:conſideriq 

for ¶ the untractable diſpoſition of their peoples thin 
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1 | they find within — to many parts of their duty; 
f their own weakneſs and inſufficiency for the work, and 


the awful account they muſt one day give to Him, who 


j Lis the judge of al 
| He that has ahy ſenſe of what is the true ſtate of the 


c caſe, as ro theſe and ſuch like things, and of what paſſes 
chroꝰ the mind of the faithful miniſter on theſe accounts, 
will not, cannot envy, but pity and pray for him. 
4 % Suffer me then, as led by the conſideration of theſe 
things, to offer a word of exhortation and conſolation to 
ho the miniſters of the goſpel here preſent. 
m reverend Fathers and Brethren, 
1 i We are engag'd in a difficult, but important work; 
we find in our ſelves, as well as in our hearers, a natural 
bdackwardneſs to comply with that method which God 
1 has contriv'd for the recovery of loſt ſinners by a crucify*d 
1 Chriſt, and we have all the powers of darkneſs engag'd to 
Ui | obſtruRt,the effectual cultivation of the knowledge of this 
j 4 viour, in our ſelves or others. | 
Let us therefore be exhorted to engage heartily in our 
Nerd and be reſolved to employ all our powers and facul- 
ties in it, yet let us engage in his name and ſtrength, wha 
laing ſpoiled principalities and powers, made a ſhew of 
them openly, and triumph'd over them. 
I know, my fathers and brethren, in ſome menſute at 
4 Jeaft your burdens, your difficulties, and your diſcourage» 
ments from within and from without; yet let us endure 
WH hardneſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ; let us take = 
4 to — ſelves and to our doctrine, and continue in them; 
et us approve our ſelves miniſters of the new- te hl 
not of e letter but of the ſpirit; improving the powers 
land faculties God has given us, to perſwade ſinners to 
wm of the ſacrifice which he has provided, and then 
wo ſhall have reaſon to hope, that when he, who is the 
aer ſhepherd ſhall appear we ſhall appear with him in 
de reed with a well-done, and receive the re- | 
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For encouragement therefore, Let us remember that 
he cauſe is the Lord's; we are ambaſſadors for God, 

s well as the ſervants of men's ſouls for Chriſt's ſalee. 
If. therefore we be workers together with God, we 
now that he who is with us, is greateg and ſtronger * 
an all thoſe that are or can be againſt us. 
Our work indeed is honourable : yet have we no cauſe _ 
be clated, when we remember that it is alſo exceed- - } 
Ig difficult, we ourſelves very unworthy of it, and un- 
val to it: Yet this is our comfort and encouragement, 
re have a kind, compaſſionate maſter, who knows and 
had a feeling of our infirmities ; and who has graci- 
y promis'd to be with his ſincere faithful miniſters 

en to the end of the world. | 


Suffer me now, dear Sir, Since it is at your deſire I | 
and in this place this day, to addreſs my ſelf to du 
ith the affection of a brother, and with the plainneſs and 
cerity of a friend, and as to one who is juſt about to 
ke the paſtoral care of a large flock of precious and 
mortal ſouls. | „ | 
We, who have been admitted to the office, and em- 
dyed in the work before you, know the difficulties and 
eſſures you muſt expect. And tho? I would fay o- 
ing to diſcourage or diſhearten you, ſince I truſt u 
called of God to engage in this work; yet I would | 
t hide it from you, that if you approve your ſelf a faith+" 1 
I miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, you are like to find enough, 
the courſe of your miniſtry, tho* you ſhould determine + 
know nothing among this people but Jeſus Chriſt 
d him crucify'd ; to employ 1 learning, to rx 
N and faculty, every grace and virtue you are 
of * abs 
To enlighten the ignorant, to ſtop the mouths of gain- | 
fers, to deal faithfully with and reduce thoſe that ert, 
tin, principle and in practice, to awaken the ſtupid 1 
d tho'tleſs, to confirm and eſtabliſh the doubting, to 
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comfort and ee the weak and feeble of the flock, 
to bring the ſaints and people of God on their way with 
comfort, and like a faithful ſteward to give every one 
their portion in due ſeaſon, requires no ſmall degree of 
Wl acquaintance with religion, with men, with your own 4 
heart, and with the methods of God's grace in bringing Wl 
home ſouls to Chriſt ; together with great diligence and i 
application to the work of your miniſtry. 7 
I truſt, Sir, You are well ſatisfied in, after having ſeri- 
WW! ouſly weighed the motives which have induc'd you to 
engage in this important work. Not, I preſume with a 
view to live at eaſe, and ſpend your life in pleaſure and 
amuſements: Not with any ambitious aims at raiſing a 
fortune, or for the ſake of fame and applauſe:: For he 
wy that will live of the goſpel], as every faithful miniſter ought, 
muſt in our country, and in theſe days, be content with 
mall things; and be prepared to go thro' evil report as 
well as good. Seekeſt thou great things for thy ſelf ? 
 ſcek them not: Seek to be faithful to your maſter, and 
i! to the ſouls committed to your charge, and you need not 
bear a competency ; and let this make you content. 
| id I Friend and Brother, 
Wee truſt that a ſincere deſire to promote the glory of 
4. God, the intereſt of Chriſt's kingdom, and the ſpiritual 
ia | good of this people, hath been the principal motive to 
4 perſwade you to leave your native home, to ſettle in 
7 T7 ndſor. - 
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And give me leave to ſay to you, that to cultivate the 

| knowledge of a crucify d Chriſt, is a view worthy of you 

| i [+ as a diſciple & miniſter of Chrift. And in doing this, Sir, 

vou will find work enough, and be employ'd as a miniſter 

of Chriſt ought to be. Here are a large number of precious 

Wſouls belonging to this pariſh : And tho! we would cha- 

[ Itritably hope, that by — bleſſin "g of God on the paſt la- 
2 of your aged, pious and worthy predeceſſor, a 

good number of them are brought into a ſaving acquain- 

ace with a once crucify'd, now exalted and e 
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n J Chriſt ; yet it is well if there are not many who are 
n eſtranged from him to this day. 3 
of Some perhaps are grown old and hardned in a ſtate 


of eſtrangement from Chriſt; ſome may have drank in 
ſtrong prejudices againſt the goſpel way of ſalvatign, and 
chuſe to be led on in thefaſhionable fleſh-pleaſing way of 
eſtabliſhing a righteouſneſs of their own, by practiſing, os 
rather fancying they practice moral virtue; others, per- 
= haps, who verging to the other extre am, would hear of 
nothing but faith, and this too a lifeleſs ſpeculative? 


q ching, which is the product of nothing but their own {4 
pride and a heated imagination; but more who are 
. tho'tleſs and ſecure, and will give you no trouble, ſo 
5 = y ou will leave them to go on quietly in the way of their 
h own hearts, and in the ſight of their own eyes. 6 
. Now it muſt be your ſincere deſire and unwearied en- 
> deavour to bring all theſe to a ſaving acquaintance wich 
1 Jeſus Chriſt, and the method of ſalvation which God has 
. contrived thro? the blood of the croſs. | 9 


And to this end, beſides what you do in a more pt 
vate way as opportunity ſhall offer, and prudence direct, 
you will generally chuſe Goſpel-SubjeRts z and be furs 
to treat every ſubject you take in hand in a goſpel Way, 
giving it an evangelical turn, proving it by goſpel argu=? 
ments, and urging it on your people by goſpel motives.1 
And you-will doubtleſs by experience find, that a clear 
method, an eaſy ſtile, and an experimental ſearching way 
of preaching, will be moſt profitable to the bulk of your! 
hearers. 2 64 19 

Sublime ſpeculative notions and metaphyſical nicetien} 
are loſt upon common hearers, and generally not deſired 
from the pulpit on common occaſions by the more ju- 
dicious and learned, to be ſure not if they are ſerious 
Only conſider the greatneſs and ſolemnity of that charge 
which you are preſently to receive, and the awfully ſtrict 
account you are one day to give up to your greatLord & 
Maſter z and then Ot e which your own con. 
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1% | Remember, my ew Brother, and let it fink down 
into your heart, what is recorded, Ezek. 3. 1, 18. Son 


aol, iherefore hear the word from my mouth, and give 
ben warning from me: When I ſay unto the wicked, thou 
halt ſurely die, and thou giveſt him not warning, nor 


eve his Life, the ſame wicked man ſpall die in his iniqui- 
; but bis blood will I require at thine hand. O be 
Wifaithful, and God grant you may be ſucceſsful, and make 


Hou a ſpiritual father of many ſpititual children here; 3 
| 1 that in the great day you may with a holy boldneſs lift 

li Pp. your head among a numerous progeny of ſpiritual | 
i tichildren, and ſay, Lord here am I, and the children which 
mou haſt graciouſly given me; and have it for your re- 

ard to ſhine with peculiar luſtre as a ſtar of the firſt 


Wimagnitude forever and ever. N 


im long among you, we truſt a rich bleſſing: May the 
God of all grace and conſolation, ſupport and comfort 
im under the growing infirmities of age, and at length 

receive him to a crown of life which fadeth flot away 

nd may the good ſeed which he has been ſowing here , 
et ſpring up, and bring forth fruit abundantly, by the 

eſſing of God on the pious care and cultivation of this 

Woung man who is now to be ſet over you in the Lord ! 


N | ay he alſo be long continu'd a rich bleſſing, and may 
ou all rejoice in his light for a great while to _ 
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You have call'd him far from his relations, and forme 
friends and acquaintance, to whom he is dear, and wha: 
wou'd not, I am well aſſured, have conſented to his ſets 
ling ſo far from them, if it had not been with a view to 
the call of God, which they tho't appeared in it, and à 
hope that he might be an inſtrument of doing ſeryice for 
God and your fouls in this place; and you have calFd 
him to a great and difficult work; you will therefore 
chink it your part now to be kind to him and tender of 
him; not only by miniſtring freely and chearfully to hies 
ſupport, but by endeavouring to make his work, in itſelf} 
difficult, as eaſy and pleafant to him as poſſible; by d= 
Wpening not only your ears but your hearts to receive his 

nſtructions ſo far as they are agreable to the word of 

od. By ſeeking above all things, to become ſavingly 1 
acquainted with Chriſt ; and by a converſation and bes 
haviour agreable to ſuch a character. It will, I doubt not, 
always be the joy of his heart, to ſee you walking inthe 

ruth; and his grief, when he is obliged to rebuke any of 
you, either publickly or privately. | N 

O how will it abate the aking of his heart when he is 
all'd to viſit any on a ſick and dying bed, which is 4 
me above all others when you will need and deſire com- 
fort ; if he ſhall find ground for the adminiſtring cordials, 
and to encourage you to hope for the glory of God 
Let not therefore your behaviour in a time of health be 
ſuch, as to lay a temptation before him, to wrong both 
his own ſoul and your's at ſuch a time, either by with» 
holding what is needful, or giving that which is not due. 4 

| Conſider ſeriouſly the greatneſs and the difficulties of 
his work, and pray earneftly and inceſſantly - for him, 
that be may be faithful and ſucceſsful in it. 


We wiſh you a bleſſing from the houſe of the Lord 
this day, and that he and you may be mutual bleſſings / 
to one another here, and each other's crown and rejoi- 
eng in the day of the Lord Jeſus, 2 
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58 word to this numerous audience and I have done. 


This is the firſt and, it is moſt probable, will be the 
Lift bp 44 the ſhall ever have = ſpeaking the word 
of God to by far the greateſt part of you. 
"i Let me take this opportunity then to ſay, it is of ever · 
1 Laſting concernment to you and me, that we become ſa» 
ns vingly acquainted with Jeſus Chriſt, he is the only ſaviour 
* # of loſt ſinners; and tis only by the merit of that righ- 
teouſneſs which he has wro't, and the virtue and value 
of that blood which he ſhed on the croſs, that our ſing 
gan be done away, and our ſouls juſtify*d and ſav'd. Let 
it therefore be our firſt and greateſt care that we be in- 
tereſted in him by a faith which is of a divine operation, | 
+ which ſhall — our hearts, and work by ve, and be 
in us a living principle of all holy obedience. . 
And remember, tis he that is appointed of God to 
6 0 judge the world, and to him both you and I muſt one 
1404 day give up our accounts, and by him that our condition 
WE muſt be determined for happineſs inconceivable, or miſery 
1 a long, long eternity. If therefore we live 
and die. eſtranged from him, what can the event be, but 
ll that he will in that day denounce againſt us thoſe heart-1 
+ 1 piercing, ſoul-killing words « Depart hence I know you 
WE not, ye workers of iniquity.” 
i bi if Therefore let us every one acquaint our ſelves now 
BI with him, and be at peace, thereby good, gan 
1 is "bl i ſhall come unto our ſouls ; 

Which God grant for his mercy's ſake in Chriſt Jeſus 2: 
to whom be glory for ever. AMEN, ö 
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